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iy OND AY an amazing South Vietnam news story 
appeared in the New York Times. That it has 
not been denied, categorically and publicly, in Wash- 
ington, makes it appear substantially true. 

James Reston did wring denials from unnamed 
“officials” in Washington, but said the denials were 
“private” and not “public.” 

The story, datelined Manila, 
s this: Central Intelligence 
Agency is now and has for some 
Lime been paying $250,000 month- 
ly for “salaiy and upkeep” of 
Colonel Le Quang Tung’s “Special 
Forces.” These are American- 
trained troops which participated 
in the Buddhist pagoda raids 
August 21. 

If this sto ry is true, the troops were in the direct 
pay of the American taxpayer when they made the 
raids, which were an insensate, smashing piece of 
vandalism and religious persecution. 



★ * ★ 

npilE MANILA STORY says the raids not only dis- 
L -mayed the general military and civilian Amer- 
ican community in Saigon but gave pause to the 
CIA operatives. As funds have been paid the first 
of the month, the story says, CIA called a meeting 
August 26, at which operatives were against a Sep- 
tember 1 payment:. But the following day they were 
assembled and told: “Gentlemen, it’s business as 
usual.” 

The story said: “One source said the decision 
to continue aid (to Tung) was basically made in 
Washington.” 

On August 26 some CIA operatives were re- 
ported to have objected the Special Forces were . 
trained to fight Viet Cong communist guerrillas, not 
as a secret militia to suppress Vietnamese at the 
Dchest of Ngo Dinh Nhu, strongarai brother of Pres- 
dent Diem. Tung is reported to be a puppet of j 
I go Dinh Nhu. • 

* ★ ★ ! ! 


fhe AMERICAN COMMUNITY has been confused 
L over the internal blowup. So was Washington, 
/hich tried to absolve the army for the raids and 
./as kicked in the teeth for its pains. This confusion 
apparently extended to the CIA; the Manila story 
.ays the raids came as a “surprise” to the CIA chief 
(unnamed) in Saigon. Involvement of Tung’s militia 
in the raids was mostly dug out by newspapermen 
:overing Saigon. 

Clearly, Washington won’t voluntarily admit 
? anything. Reston writes of the Administration “pri- 
' yately annoyed but publicly silent” about the CIA 
story. He noted a growing pressure on Congress to 
cut off all aid to the Diem-Nhu mob, which is col- 
lecting at the rate of $500 million this year. 

Funds of the CIA spy outfit are secret— even 
Congress can’t discover how they are disbursed. Fer- 
haos as amazing as the CIA story is that the Amer- 
ican people will stand for such shabby international 
action. Incidentally, the Diem-Nhu soldier mob 
raided high schools this week and arrested 800 or 


more kids. 
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STANTON DELAPLANE 


Postcard 


From Frederikstad 




Island in the Sun 


CT. CROIX is the largest of the American Virgin Isla 
and the only one that still raises sugar cane 


and the only one that still raises sugar cane. 

St. Thomas and St. John have found it more profits 
to raise tourist prices. 

* * ‘That’s sugar cane,” said my taxi driver. “You doi 
SEE sugar cane on those other islands.” 

My driver is a lady. SI 


is a schoolteacher in th 
winter. In the summer sh 
drives tourist taxi. She sa^ 
all tourists are interested i 
sugar cane and she wa 
proud that St. Croix slil 
raises it. 

★ ★ ★ 

HE SCHOOL teacher- 


: \ gg j 5 J driver meets all the 

planes. St. Croix has some 
flat land and therefore is 
— , r a hlc to land two Pan Amer- 

ican jets a week — direct 
flights from New York. 

“Can’t land those jets on St. Thomas,” she said “If he 
mash- ol^im' he W those hi 

N. ^TZ Ssz “ 81 “»»» 

“You know what tourists tike to see?” 

“What do they like to see?” I asked. 

■V/hlt'nifth^ 9 WS dTiVe fr0m thc import, the man sa; 
™ isr You say t0 Mm > 

That SUCAK y rnl S J^ AT S ° ? 1 W£Wer see SUgar cane be f° r ‘ 
mat bUGAR cane / he say to his wife. 

‘‘Then his wife say, ‘ Where is good place to sho 

to }ref-pm°shop" RE ab ° Ut ^ Cme ■ ° nly Want t0 

★ + * 

T°“ ET these sh °PPing-sugary tourists, a numbei 
people are opening hotels all over these green islar. 

I gather that hotel business is not as easy as it look: 

Mr. Hilton, who does know hotel business has tal 
over a couple of plush operations that simply weren’t m 

radffilton’s A flaJ a A a n?a h ^ H ° S ln Jamaica n °w flies Cc 
DoS Hilton g ' 6 D ° r£ld ° Et Puerto Rico is now ‘ 

* ★ * 


schoolteacher-taxi driver: “Sometime yo 

ing in the car"'’ 1 Pie.? % mc ’ ‘ What t,,a ‘ wasp d. 
* in tne cai : Plenty wasp right now. 


Is ‘hit ITVaVT’ That WC Ca " a Jaek Spaniard.’ Thai 
before?” CALL WaSP ln t,lese islan(ls - You hear that 


“I never heard it before,” I said. 

HOTFT°” Ib U ha j ,r «2? out St ’ }ou can tell people at your 

come frenffcllnrts tWllk you snlart - TI *ey thinkyou 
* “' n ) * I 1 and ® only you wrong color. Must be black 
like me then they know for SURE you island person K 

TIiosemMslMEvS 5 *^ iS T hWe they free aI1 slave 
I he s IavTiL™ E I *" ake £ aves frefi - » 11,e y don’t do <* 


f g bc siave today, maybe. They make everyLdi frce° 


★ jr 

HOSE BIG JET come to a 


j HOSE BIG JET come to ail Hort^ancLl 
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ick Spaniard and sugar cane. ' 


Tnvi? 1 f! lt ? way tk ? wo «ian go into sh- 
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